Molecular genetics of renal development.
The understanding of the complex branching morphogenesis of the early kidney is at an early stage; however, a framework is emerging that suggests numerous active genes sequentially switching on and reciprocally influencing each other. Much of our understanding of this process comes from studies of rodents specifically engineered to lack a particular gene responsible for an inductive agent or receptor. This review attempts to place newly discovered genetic programs within an organized framework of sequential renal development.